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Jehoshaphat – Class 1
“He took great pride in the ways of the LORD”
Manitoulin 2005 – 2Chr 17

Why are we studying a king?
None of us here are a king – one or two may be in charge of a business, but none of us are near such a status.
God has devoted 6 large books of the Bible to giving the history of the kings, plus a lot of the prophets, some of it duplicated – so it must be important.
	Does a study like this seem simply academic, and irrelevant to our lives in 2005?


Rev 5:10
We hope to be kings and priests, ruling on the earth.
We are kings in prospect. So when we read and study the kings, it should be highly relevance to us. To learn from the successes, and be warned by the failures of the kings of Israel and Judah.

Why Jehoshaphat?
If I asked who were the “good kings” of Israel and Judah, I expect that David, Hezekiah and Josiah are the 3 names that come to mind (and maybe Solomon). 
Jehoshaphat should be added to that list in our minds – he was a remarkable faithful man for all of his life. 
As with all of the kings, he made mistakes, some of them very serious – focus of classes on Tuesday and Wednesday.

	Maybe it is just me, but expect that some of us here think of 1&2 Chron as a repeat of the events of Samuel and Kings plus a lot of names – as a result I find it easy to skip those readings

Not true at all – much of Chronicles is very different to Samuel and Kings

Kings has just 10 verses on Jehoshaphat – 1Kings 22:41-50
	Did right in sight of Yahweh

BUT high places not taken away
Made peace with Israel
Made a shipping alliance with Ahaziah (Ahab’s wicked son)

	Add to that Jehoshaphat having minor negative mentions in 2 other events in Kings – an alliance with Ahab, and then with Jehoram, another son of Ahab, and we are unlikely to have a favourable impression.


But Chronicles gives a very different impression:
	102 verses – more than any other king except David, Solomon and Hezekiah – and he is close to Hezekiah. This is an important king.

Several psalms, and one prophet
Some very positive details
	Possible reason Kings ignores him – it is focussed very much on Elijah and Elisha at this time period.

 
I hope in the next 6 days to help us all gain a greater appreciation for what a great king he was, and be inspired by his positive example, as well as being warned from his faults.
Background
To assist in following the material of the classes, I have prepared some hand outs.
	A timeline of the kings(found this on the web, just first 2 pages – There is a complete copy on the web)
	Very helpful in explaining the history – may not be 100% accurate (it seems to me to be almost impossible to work out the history)

Chapter/time breakdown of Jehoshaphat’s life
	A comparison of the structure of Chronicles accounts of Asa and Jehoshaphat’s reigns. 


	Born about 25 years after division of kingdom – memories would be fresh of the glory days of Solomon. Even when he comes to the throne 35 years later, some would remember. Will see that Solomon tries to rebuild those days.
	In the early years of his life, father was very faithful – recall the Ethiopian invasion of 1,000,000 men. 
	Until he was 18, constant war with Israel - 1Kings 15:6, 7, 16
	Big cause of this conflict is migration of faithful people from Israel to Judah – causing Judah to grow in strength relative to Israel. This is why Jeroboam set up his golden calves.
	Under Asa, Judah’s territory had expanded into Ephraim.


OH – map of Israel

1Chr 16:1-3
(dating hard to work out here)
	Asa does not rely on God as he earlier had.
But this works, and Baasha stops fortifying Ramah

1Chr 16:7, 10
Hanani condemns Asa, who does not repent, but throws him in prison – this will be significant in Jehoshaphat’s life

Another thing to be aware of is that in the Northern kingdom enters a period of sustained civil war after death of Baasha for 6 or 7 years – weakening it. 
Out of this comes the dynasty of Omri. His son Ahab takes the throne 2 years before Jehoshaphat.

	For the last 15 years or more of Asa’s reign he does not appear to be a good king at all, leading up to:


2Chr 16:12
Play on words here – Asa’s name means “physician”.
Very sad end to his life
At this time, Jehoshaphat (aged 32) takes the throne – his father may not have been able to rule well.
 
.Now we come to Jehoshaphat:
	Introduction to his reign

Overview of what sort of man he was

2Chr 17:1-2
Initial policy is to repeat the pattern of his father – to defend against northern 10 tribes, thus troops in northern parts of Judah – this is to change…
	In the previous 10 or so years Israel has been gaining in strength again under Omri and now Ahab.

Jehoshaphat’s character

2Chr 17:3-5

V3
	“David” not in LXX – makes more sense to omit it, as Chronicles does not divide David’s life into a good and bad half. Asa OTOH is very much that way.
	One good lesson we can learn here – Asa was righteous during Jehoshaphat’s life until his teens – a good example of a parent. Even though Asa later strayed, oppressing the people and imprisoning a prophet, the initial good example stayed with Jehoshaphat.


Why mention Baals?
	1st time in Chronicles

Had plagued Israel all through the judges, but when Samuel became leader, we are told that “Israel removed the Baals and served Yahweh alone” (1Sam 7:4). No mention of them for about 200 years.
	Answer is Ahab – in the past year or two, he had under influence of Jezebel brought Baal back to Israel (more on Ahab tomorrow) 


V4
	These are all very active words – faith for Jehoshaphat was not passive.
	“Sought” – to seek after, to chase – not a part time thing either – 2Chr 22:9 – he did this with all of his heart
We need to be actively seeking God, to know him.

	“But” – note the contrast – he did not seek Baal, he sought God – We can’t have one without the other.
Worth underlining this word but – small word, but a key lesson.
2 parts to atonement – dying to the old man, and living to God – Bible filled with this. E.g. baptism, Col 2-3
Danger is that we can become unbalanced – either focussing on NOT sinning like Pharisees, or neglecting obeying God – an over emphasis on grace that causes sin to abound.

V5
	“So”/”Therefore” Another little word that says so much.
	Common theme in Chronicles is the idea of retribution – God responding in a positive or negative way to our actions

Life not always like this, as we know God will also send trial on us to develop our faith. 
	“great riches and honour” – The language describing Jehoshaphat is almost unparalleled – only David, Solomon and Hezekiah are so magnificently described.
But there is great potential for problems in one’s life when such a situation arises:
Solomon, Asa, Uzziah, Hezekiah all stumble at such times there life. Two examples:
2Chr 26:16 – Uzziah – becomes “proud”
2Chr 32:23, 27 (same phrase “great riches and honour”)  25 This pride we learn in 2Kings comes from the honour he receives from Babylon
So there is a real danger that Jehoshaphat may fall into pride too…

2Chr 17:6
He does! It is the same word as in the previous 2 references!
	In fact every other time this word occurs referring to people, it is of human pride and haughtiness.  Except here!
Think of a proud person – always talking about self, boasting about what they do or know… And often they won’t have their self confidence shaken
	Well, we are to be just like that, only not about self, but God…
	Not in an arrogant, pompous way, but we ought to be such that we are always talking about our God, and immune to self doubt.


Jer 9:23-24
Jehoshaphat had riches and might. But he did not boast in those.
	There is much to be proud of. That we know God – what an amazing thing. 
Should lead us to love mercy and truth and delight in them.

Gal 6:14
Boasts in the cross
Crucifixion, the greatest cause of shame and humiliation in the 1st century – we can’t imagine it – a wretched man, hung on a cross, naked, exposed to taunts and mocking.
	Yet Christ describes this as being “lifted up” (John 3:14, 12:32) – the exact same Greek expression for his ascension into heaven.
	Expression in part appears to be derived from Isa 52:13, that Christ Jesus will be “lifted up” – context is Isa 53 of course, about the crucifixion
	“lifted up” is the same word as in 2Chr 17:6

Other passages too:
	Psa 44:8  “In God we have boasted all day long”


“Solution to pride in self, or the pride of life is not to merely suppress it, but to have pride in something else.”

	This is what I was getting at about the “But!” in v4.

Same with other sources of sin – lust of flesh and lust of the eyes. 
	We think of lust as a bad thing – did you know that when Christ said “with desire I have desired to eat this meal with you before I suffer, he is using the same word for “lust” in the rest of the of the NT
	We need to be passionate and proud about our faith, our knowledge of God.
	Remember the parable of the unclean spirit returning with seven others to the clean and swept house.
	We shall see Jehoshaphat makes some big mistakes in the next 2 days, but his personal faith never wavers. His pride in God makes him almost immune to the bad influences around him. 
	Need to develop this in others too – especially young people – sometimes it feels easier to simply stifle the energy they have:
	Need to redirect the energy into positive things. (like Paul the apostle). Early ecclesia would have thought the solution was to simply stop him. But God took the zeal of that man and sent it a new direction.


“moreover he took away…”
	Better translated “and again removed the high places” – i.e. it had been done, but it had to occur again.

Asherim/Groves – wooden poles worshipped in Canaan – sexual perversion, a fertility godess
	High places – places of worship. Sometimes idols, and sometimes God, though this was not to occur as Jerusalem was the place God had chosen.

2Chr 14:3
Removed, but 2Chr 15:17 says they were not!
	And 2Chr 20:33 says same at end of Jehoshaphat’s reign
Jehoshaphat and Asa both were involved with big “Back to the Bible” campaigns, and they are initially successful. But the same pride that Jehoshaphat had does not appear to have affected the rest of the people. 
	Same with us. We come to the Bible school and get enthused and return home on a spiritual high. 
But does it last???
	After 2 or 3 weeks, old habits and problems we decided to reform come creeping back.
	We can be like spiritual drug addicts – we need another hit to keep our spiritual high going – we have a yo-yo like life.
	Solution is to develop the pride of Jehoshaphat – to let a love for God get beneath our skin, so that we can remain strong regardless of our environment
Not like the stony ground in the parable – we need a deep reliable source of good ground and water – i.e. a love for God and his word.


2Chr 17:7-9
In the 3rd year – this is likely the first year of his sole reign
	May have been prevented from doing this earlier by his fathers less than faithful end
If so, it shows Jehoshaphat’s true priorities in life – first chance he gets, he addresses not the military priorities of his father, but the spiritual needs of the people.

	Asa had had a reformation earlier too – 15:9, 12 – the interesting difference is that Jehoshaphat’s approach is likely to be more effective.
	Asa was centralised, bring everyone to Jerusalem

Jeho. Went to the people. 
	Jeho is starting off as the ideal king – God always intended for Israel to be a theocracy  Deut 17:18-20
	Note: lifted up (not same word)
In particular this “book of the law” is Deuteronomy itself. Jehoshaphat is clearly a king closely follows this book
	Same Hebrew as the “book of the law” in 2Chr 17:9 – i.e. did Jehoshaphat actually write the book out himself, and not simply keep it for himself, but sent out the 16 men. To take the book for all to know it too – he knows that although he is the king, it is for all to know it (as I said, we are all kings in prospect.)
	We are spoiled today – with multiple copies of Bible, easy to get. Not always like this. Need to 
	“teach” – occs 3X in v7-9 – he is the ONLY king of whom this word is used…
	Deut 4:1 – 1st occ of this word, is also the 1st occ of this word in the new law that Moses gives. (17X in book of Deut). And this is the first thing Jeho independently does!
	4:10 – We learn so that we can teach others (not just for our own interest) – In Deut 17:19 – sw occurs “that he may learn to fear Yahweh” – now that he has been taught, he is teaching others.
	11:19 – teaching all the time – i.e. it is not just me up on this platform – it is something we all can do, and should do all the time
	This is hinted at too in 2Chr – the men he sends out are 5 officials, 9 Levites and 2 priests. It was a primary duty of Priests and Levites to teach (Deut 33:10, Lev 10:11, Mal 2:7, Ezra 7:10), but for the first time in the Bible we read of non Levites teaching too!
Our teaching can take many forms – with our children, our example etc. 

	So we can imagine the scene:
	Jeho sits on throne and writes out law and is taught by it

Then sends out men with a copy to teach others too. Perhaps they were encouraged to write out more copies for each city.

Finally, there is something very Millennial about this scene:
	Law going forth from Zion (Isa 2:3-4)
	Next 2 verses too – v10-11 – not making war, nations sending tribute to Jerusalem of silver and livestock
	Tribute = “load”, “burden” – never translated as tribute. – it is given voluntarily not being forced – and there is a lot of it.
	Isa 60:6-7 Kedar and Nebaioth (the sons of Ishmael – i.e. Arabs)  send flocks
	Many other passages we could look at too – Psa 72:10, 45:12, Isa 61:6 etc.


	It’s like first century too, gospel proceeding from Jerusalem, then to the cities of Judah first. Next stop was to be Samaria, but in the next 2 classes we are going to see that for Jehoshaphat, Samaria was his next step too…


